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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Applicant's 
Admitted Prior Art (AAPA) and further in view of Bigi (US 2002/0085223). 

Regarding claims 1, 4, 6, 8 and 25, AAPA discloses an image input apparatus which can 
perform data communication with an image output apparatus, comprising: designation means for 
designating an image editing process to an original; reading means for reading image data from 
the original; storage means for storing the image data of the original read by said reading means; 
original direction detection means for detecting a direction of the original in regard to the image 
data (pages 1-3 of the specification); 

However, AAPA does not teach notifying the remote apparatus side of the original 
direction information detected on the local apparatus side, perform image editing and actually 
printing the processed image data (page 3 lines 14-24 of the specification). 

Bigi discloses a system for printing documents equipped with a printer driver which 
instructs the printer controller as to how much rotating the controller should apply to the image 
before printing (abstract). Bigi further discloses that the printer driver issues instructions to the 
printer to print the object instance (document), including instructions whether to rotate the image 
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before printing (paragraph [0069] and [0072]). Therefore it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to utilize such printer driver, as disclosed by Bigi, in printing system, 
as disclosed by AAPA, to notify the remote apparatus side of the direction (orientation) of the 
image determined at the transmission side. 

Regarding claims 2, 5, 7 and 9 combination of AAPA and Bigi discloses an image output 
apparatus which can perform data communication with an image input apparatus, comprising: 
image processing means for performing an image process according to image editing process 
designation received from said image input apparatus, to image data received from said image 
input apparatus, on the basis of an original direction detection result received from said image 
input apparatus; and output means for performing print output of the image data subjected to the 
image process by said image processing means (paragraphs [0052-0056] and [0069]). 

Regarding claim 3 and 10, 1 1 and 12, please refer to the arguments presented under 
claims 1 and 2. 

Regarding claims 13 and 14 please refer to the arguments presented under claims 1 and 2 
and also note that Bigi determines ". . .whether to rotate the image before printing" ([0069]) or 
". . .how much rotation (if any) the controller should apply to the image before printing" [0027]. 

Regarding claims 15 and 17, combination of AAPA and Bigi discloses determining 
stapling position for multiple pages (paragraphs [0052-0056 and [0064]). 

Regarding claims 16 and 18, please refer to the arguments presented under claims 1 and 

2. 

Regarding claim 19, using multi functions (plural functions) machines is well known in 

the art. 
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Regarding claim 20, Bigi discloses a mono-functional apparatus. 

Regarding claims 21, 23 and 26, please refer to the arguments presented under claims 1 
and 2. Also printing page number on a recording paper is well known in the art. 

Regarding claims 22, 24 and 27, please refer to the arguments presented under claims 1 
and 2. Also please refer to paragraphs [0064-0068] for stapling method. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

2. Claims 6, 7, 25, 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they do not comply 
with the requirements of MPEP 2106.IV.B.l(a). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Houshang Safaipour whose telephone number is (571)272-7412. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 6:00am to 2:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571)272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Houshang Safaipour/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

March 15, 2008 



